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money or sex. If, however, they happen to be about a tug-of-war
over christology, the eyes of the students or of the congregation
will often glaze over. The problem is certainly there with regard to
the council of Nicea and what came out of it. For that, Sayers’ play
could be a useful resource. It paints the debate over Christ’s identity
as such a fallible human process, but at the same time helps readers
to see how critical the issues at stake were then, and are to this day.
Sayers’ portrayal of the discussion at the Council comes largely
from her imagination, and since Arius wasn’t a bishop he may not
have been inside the venue, let alone have spoken. The play
presumes that Athanasius, also a presbyter, was present and engaged
Arius in debate. Nevertheless Sayers demonstrates the level of her
knowledge of the issues that were under discussion, and her
command of theological nuance. Check the most likely library to
locate a copy of the play. And don’t be put off by the distracting
appearances of Old King Cole. He had to be thrown in because the
drama was, after all, commissioned for Colchester’s Festival and
performed there.
– A. M. W.

THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF A TOUCHSTONE
FOUNDER, DAVID HOFFMAN
On Tuesday, October 30, 2007, we lost a founder and deep
friend. The Rev. David Hoffman died in Regina at the age of 54,
after several months of deteriorating health. David made a critical
contribution to this journal, helping to launch it, to shape its
direction, and write for its readers with care and insightful humour.
We will miss his thoughtful patience and his delightful sense of
humour and grace. He served 28 years in ministry, being a pastor
of theological sophistication and a profound tenderness of spirit.
We remember and extend our deepest condolences to David’s
wife Bonnie and their children, Andrea, Stefan, and Jonathan. He
was an instrument of Christ’s grace and peace. For the blessing of
his friendship and companionship we are deeply grateful.
– J.H.

